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professional Experience
National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing, UCLA


Lead Research Scientist - K-16 Assessment Development 2016

Project Director/Senior Researcher 2006-2016 
K12 Inc.
Senior Manager Evaluation and Research, 2005-2006
Evaluation and Research Manager, 2002-2005
Testing and Assessment Specialist, 2000- 2002
National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing, UCLA

Research associate 1997-2006
UCLA, Neuropsychiatric Institute

Early intervention therapist, 1997 - 2000

education
University of California, Los Angeles
Graduate School of Education 

Doctor of Philosophy in Educational Psychology, June 2005
Research: Developmental disabilities and social functioning 
Dissertation: Social Problem-solving in Children with Down Syndrome (Advisor: C. Kasari) 

University of California, Los Angeles
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, June 1994


honors
UCLA Certificate of Distinction in Teaching

By Life Science Department, 2001
National Distinguished Student Researcher Award

By the American Association of Mental Retardation, 1996
teaching
UCLA, Life Science Department

Class: Life Science 4: Genetics, 

          Life Science 1: Evolution, Ecology and Biodiversity

 


          Life Science 15: Life: Concepts and Issues

UCLA, Psychology Department

Class: Research Methods in Psychology (Head Teaching Fellow for two years)

UCLA, Education Department

Class: Issues in Special Education 
UCLA, Department of Medicine

Class: Health Outreach and Intervention with Homeless Populations (Medicine 190A).
software design and instructional materials 

Assessment Design and Delivery System. (2004). Software to develop, administer, and use online assessments of complex learning in middle school. Funded by IERI.

UCLA: Life Science 1: Ecology, Evolution, and Diversity lab component: Co-produced  teaching guidelines and visual aids for the lab component of a life science class to improve the student experience in a class with 1500 students per year (2001).

Science curriculum devlopment and review

W.H Freeman: Genetics Textbook Question Author. (2004)
McGraw Hill: Biology textbook chapter reviewer. (2005)
Contracts and Grants
NYC DofE, Local Measures Project (Office of Achievement Resources) Consultant, 3-month project

Newark Public Schools, Assessments for High School Math and Literacy (Project Director), 2012 Follow-up contract, $500,000 
AT&T/UCLA Community School Common Assessment Project, (co-Project Director),2013 $100,000 (14-months)
Newark Public Schools, Assessments for High School Literacy (Project Director), 2011
1-year contract, $100,000

Institute of Education Sciences, U.S Department of Education. “The Development and Impact of Powersource” (Project Director), 2006 (5-year project), $9,968,717

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, “Development of Performance-Based Assessments, 

Frameworks, and Supports in Mathematics and Literacy”:  Towards the Goal of College Readiness (Project Director), 2010 (3-year project), $4,342,988
National Science Foundation, Developing Core Mathematics Skills in an Adult Education Context: Applying CRESST POWERSOURCE© to Naval Recruit Training (Project Director), 2009 (1-year project), $200,000

Professional Support and Associations

Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness





       Reviewer
American Educational Research Association




      Reviewer/member

Educational Assessment Journal 







       Reviewer


educational consulting

Wolters Kluwer Health 

Macmillan/Macmillan New Ventures

Denver Public Schools

Kaplan Higher Education

NY Public Schools

Nature Education




publications and presentations

Cox Davenport, R., & Phelan, J. (2015). Laying the groundwork for NCLEX Success. Computers, Informatics, Nursing, 33 (5), 208-215. 
Simon, E., & Phelan, J.C. (2014). Effectiveness of an Adaptive Quizzing System on Student Learning and Institutional-Wide Retention Strategy for Minority Nursing Students. Poster presented at the STTI/NLN Nursing Education Research Conference, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Phelan, J.C., & Phelan, J.P. (2014). Teaching Scientific Literacy through Writing Arguments. Presentation at the annual meeting of the National Science Teachers Association, Boston. 

Phelan, J.P. and Phelan, J.C. (2013). Teaching to the test is good (if it’s the right test.). Inside Higher Ed. 

Phelan, J.C (2013). Effectiveness of Adaptive Learning. Invited presentation at the 61st annual meeting of the National Student Nurses Association, Charlotte, N.C. 

Phelan, J.C., & Herman, J. (2013). Study and Implementation of Performance-Based Assessments in Literacy. Meeting of the Southern Regional Educational Board, Charlotte, N.C. 

Baker, E.L., & Phelan, J.C. (2013). Current Landscape in Common Core Assessment. Games, Learning, and Assessment, Sesame Workshop, New York. 

Phelan J., & Phelan, J.C (2012). Improving Content Mastery Through Online Adaptive Quizzing: An Investigation of Usage and Efficacy. Clickers Conference 2012, Chicago, IL. 
Phelan J.C. (2012). An investigation of student use of PrepU and NCLEX success. [White Paper Philadephia, PA]. 
Phelan, J.C., Dai, Y., Vendlinski, T., Baker, J., & Herman, J. (2012). The Effects of a Formative Assessment Intervention on Student Understanding of Basic Mathematical Principles. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Vancouver, B.C. 
Phelan, J.C., Choi, K.C., & Vendlinski, T.(2011) The Effects of a Formative Assessment Intervention on Student Understanding of Basic Mathematical Principles. In J. Herman (Chair), Toward Formative Assessments Supporting Learning: Design, Validation, and Mediating Factor. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.
Phelan, J.C., Choi., K.C., Vendlinski, T.P., Baker, E., & Herman, J. (2011). Differential improvement in student understanding of mathematical principle following formative assessment intervention. Journal of Education Research, 104, 330-339.
Phelan, J.C., Choi, K.C., Niemi, D., Vendlinski, T., Baker, E., & Herman, J. The effects of Powersource assessments on middle school math students’ performance. Assessment in Education: Principles, Policy, & Practice, 0, 1-20.
Vendlinski, T.P., Quach, D. & Phelan, J. (2011). Using Key Conceptual Ideas to Improve Teacher Use of Formative Assessment Data. In J. Herman (Chair), Toward Formative Assessments Supporting Learning: Design, Validation, and Mediating Factor. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.
Phelan, J.C., and Phelan, J. (2010) Classroom Assessment: strategies for analyzing and interpreting student learning and achievement. International Encyclopedia of Education 3rd Edition. Edited by Eva Baker, Penelope Peterson and Barry McGaw, Elsevier 2010.
Phelan, J., Choi, K., Vendlinski, T., & Baker, E. (2010). Summary of Recent Findings: POWERSOURCE© Formative Assessment Project. Poster presented at the Fifth Annual IES Research Conference: Washington D.C.
Phelan, J., Choi, K.C., Vendlinski, T., Baker, E.B., & Herman, J. Summary of recent findings: POWERSOURCE formative assessment project. Poster presentation at the Fourth Annual IES Research Conference: Washington D.C., June, 2009.

Howard, K., Vendlinski, T., Hemberg, B., Niemi, D., & Phelan, J. (2009). Using error patterns formatively. New Hampshire Journal of Education. 

Vendlinski, T.P., Baker, E.B., Hermberg, B.C., & Phelan, J. Can POWERSOURCE PD designed around key principles and the use of formative assessments change teacher thinking and practice? Poster presentation at the Fourth Annual IES Research Conference: Washington D.C., June, 2009.

Vendlinski, T.P., and Phelan, J. (2009). The use of benchmark technical quality in lieu of formative assessment. Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA.
Vendlinski, T.P., Hemberg, B.C., Mundy, C., Baker, E.L., Herman, J.L. Phelan, J., et. al. (2009). Designing professional development around key principles and formative assessments to improve teachers’ knowledge to teach mathematics. Meeting of the Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness. Crystal City, VA.
Vendlinski, T., and Phelan, J. Can teacher use of technical quality data about Benchmark Assessments make Benchmarks as effective as Formative Assessments in improving student achievement? Paper accepted for the annual meeting of the American Education Research Association, April, 2009
Schumaker, V., Vendlinski, T. P., & Phelan, J. (2009). Lessons learned:  integrating formative, progress monitoring and summative assessment to improve student performance in mathematics. Council of Chief State School Officer’s 39th National Conference on Student Assessment. Los Angeles, CA.
Vendlinski, T., Herman, J., Baker, E. L., Phelan, J., Howard, K., Griffin, N., et al. Summary of recent findings: POWERSOURCE formative assessment project. Poster presentation at the Third Annual IES Research Conference: Washington D.C., June, 2008. 
Niemi, D., Phelan, J., Choi, K, and Kim, J. Unleashing the power of formative assessment: A strategy for integrating cognitive research, assessment, and instruction. Symposium accepted for the annual meeting of the American Education Research Association, March 2008. 

Phelan, J. and Niemi, D. Eliciting big ideas in biology. Paper accepted for Conceptual Assessment in Biology II Conference, Asilomar, CA, January, 2008. 
Phelan, J. Big ideas and misconceptions in algebra. Invited presentation given to the San Ramon Unified School District Annual Math and Science Conference, October, 2007.

 Niemi, D., Phelan, J., and Vendlinski, T. The Powersource Assessment Strategy. Invited session on Formative Assessment & Learning: International Conference on Competency-based Education Reform, Seoul National University, Korea.
Phelan, J. Big ideas and misconceptions in algebra. Presentation given at the annual meeting of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, March 2007. 

Phelan, J., and Vendlinski, T. Formative assessment in middle school mathematics. Presentation to the Kauffman Foundation, February 2007. 

Niemi, D., Phelan, J., and Vendlinski, T. Formative assessment in middle school mathematics: The NewCRESST. Presentation given at the annual CRESST Conference, January 2007.
Niemi, D., Vallone, J.C. Tools to Improve Formative Assessment. Presentation given at the annual meeting of the American Education Research Association, April 2006

Niemi, D., and Vallone, J. The power of big ideas in mathematics education. Presentation given at the annual meeting of the National Council on Measurement in Education, April 2006
Niemi, D., Baker, E., Wang, J., Vendlinski, T., and Vallone, J. Assessments to support complex learning in science. Poster session presented at the IERI conference, August 2006. 
Niemi, D and Vallone, J.C. Aligning standards, assessment, and instruction: Can it be done? Presentation given at the annual meeting of the American Education Research Association, April 2001




Niemi, D and Vallone, J.C. Creating a cognitive blueprint for assessment design. Presentation given at the annual
meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 2000. 
Vallone, J.C. and Phelan, J.P. (2000). The influence of race and heterozygosity on fluctuating asymmetry, developmental stability, and facial attractiveness. Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Amherst, MA. 

Chamberlain, B., Paparella, T., Vallone, J.C. and Chow, V. (1997). Intervention to 



improve joint attention in children with autism. Poster session presented at 



the annual meeting of the Gatlinburg-Vanderbilt University Conference, 




Riverside, CA.

Paparella, T. and Vallone, J.C. (1997). Attribution of pride in children with autism. 



Poster session presented at the Biennial meeting of the Society for Research


in Child Development, Washington D.C.

Vallone, J.C. and Kasari, C. (1996). Emotion responsiveness and empathy in children 



with Down Syndrome. Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the 



American Association of Mental Retardation, San Antonio, TX.
reports



Phelan, J., Herman, J., Chang, G., Dai, Y., & Baker, E. (2013). Development Of Performance-Based Assessments, Frameworks, And Supports In Mathematics: Towards The Goal Of College Readiness. Final progress report to the BMGF



Phelan, J.C., Herman, J., Reisman, A., Baker, E. (2013). Development Of Performance-Based Assessments, Frameworks, And Supports In Literacy: Towards The Goal Of College Readiness. Final progress report to the BMGF



Phelan, J., Herman, J., Chang, G., Dai, Y., & Baker, E. (2012). Development Of Performance-Based Assessments, Frameworks, And Supports In Mathematics: Towards The Goal Of College Readiness. Annual progress report to the BMGF



Phelan, J.C., Herman, J., Reisman, A., Baker, E. (2012). Development Of Performance-Based Assessments, Frameworks, And Supports In Literacy: Towards The Goal Of College Readiness. Annual progress report to the BMGF. 



Phelan, J., Vendlinski, T.P., Choi, K.C., Herman, J.L., & Baker, E.L. (2011). The development and impact of PowerSource© Year 3. (Technical Report No. 793). Los Angeles: UCLA / CRESST.


Phelan, J., Vendlinski, T.P., Choi, K.C., Dai, Y., Herman, J.L., & Baker, E.L. (2011). The development and impact of POWERSOURCE© Year 5. (Technical Report No. 792). Los Angeles: UCLA / CRESST.


Vendlinski, T.P., & Phelan, J. (2011). Using key conceptual ideas to improve teacher use of formative assessment data. (CRESST Report 794). Los Angeles, CA: University of California, National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST).


Phelan, J., Choi, K.C., Vendlinski, T.P., Baker, E.L., & Herman, J.L. (2009). The Effects of POWERSOURCE© Intervention on Student Understanding of Basic Mathematical Principles. (Technical Report No. 763). Los Angeles: UCLA / CRESST.




Phelan, J., Niemi, D., Choi, K., Vendlinski, T., & Kang, T. (2008). Some aspects of the technical quality of formative assessments in middle school mathematics (CSE Tech. Rep.750). Los Angeles: University of California, National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST).


Niemi, D, Vallone, J., Wang, J., and Griffin, N. (2006) Recommendations for Building a Valid Benchmark Assessment System: Interim Report to the Jackson Public Schools. CRESST/University of California, Los Angeles


Niemi, D, Wang, J., Wang. H., Vallone, J., and Griffin, N. (2006) Recommendations for Building a Valid Benchmark Assessment System: Second Report to the Jackson Public Schools. CRESST/University of California, Los Angeles


Niemi, D., Phelan, J., & Vendlinski, T. (2006). The Power of Big Ideas in Mathematics Education: Development and Pilot Testing of POWERSOURCE Assessments. (CSE Tech. Rep. 697). Los Angeles: University of California, National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST).
